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special issue Much ado about money

Le café chez Socrate : s'il elit été au goUt du jour, toute la face du monde philosophique aurait changé.

What is CAFE PHILO?

Café Philo was organized in April, 2005, with the leadership of the members
of Clinical Philosophy Department, Osaka University. Though it is named ‘café’ ,
it is not a real coffee shop you would find in town. We mean by ‘café’ a space
where citizens from different backgrounds get together and talk to each other
in a relaxing atmosphere. Our mission is to help citizens to talk together and to
deepen their thoughts together in a comfortable space like a café.

To philosophize is not only for experts or professors but for all who live in the
civil society. Bewildering jargons or sophisticated pieces of knowledge are not
necessary. Anyone who can find time in busy everyday life to stop to think and
who tries to listen to others and him-/herself can be engaged in a philosophical
dialogue.

Café Philo’ s main activity is providing philosophical dialogue workshops
which are called ‘Philosophical Café’ , where many people, young or old, men
and women, actually come and enjoy. Besides, we hold philosophical dialogue
seminar, ‘Art Café’ , where we look at and talked about pictures and paintings
or dancing, developing reflections, and ‘Philosophical Atelier for Children” ,
which is a workshop for children, and we also deliver philosophical sessions to
classrooms of junior and senior high schools.

To sum up, Café Philo is an organization which pursues the way of ‘philosophy
living in the society’ and practices it, as well as assists those who are living with
philosophy.

HELEHE CAFE PHILO OFFICE
& 560-8532 ABRATEHHAFFRILET1 — 5
ARIRAFZAZTCFHITR  ARIEEZN

office@cafephilo.jp

www.cafephilo.jp
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KOBE NORTH 006.6.17

Does money make us happy?

Place : Kobe Shinwa University

Animater : EEMATSUKAWA

H7x7«40

KOBE EAST 2006.6.18
Money opens all doors !?
Place : Café P/S
Animater : N.KASHIMOTO

2EICHE! !

TOKYO 2006.6.17/17.30

What is "dirtiness" of money?

Place : Student lounge on the Shirokane
Campus of Meiji Gakuin
University(6/17)

Café la Bohem(7/30)

Animater : T.TERADA

HIROSHIMA 2006.8.5

Do we need money about earning money?

0SAKA 2006.7.28
Young people, independence and money

Place : Municipal Center for the Youth

CAFE PHILO holds "Philosophical Café" regularly in Osaka, Kobe, Hiroshima and Tokyo. We planned a series of Place : Higashi Ward Community
: Animater : T.TANAKA

discussions at these different places on the theme of "Questioning Money", which was one of major topics for Cultural Center

Japanese people in 2006. This issue reports how people made much ado in thinking about money. Animater : T.HORIE
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Money opens all doors !?

Our philosophical Café was held in Kobe on the following
topic:“Can everything be solved with money?” The title
above is cited from one participant’s remark in discussing
the exchange function of money. In his view, many Japanese
believed people would be saved from sins and sufferings
in this world, thus enabled to make good living in the
next world, if they contributed money for Sinto shrines
or Buddhist temples. It showed the powers of money
through exchange to keep a peace of mind. But is it true?
Is everything exchangeable for money?

Some participants objected to that idea because there
were many value which could not be reduced to money:
history, meaning and memory of our belongings. Yet
another participant maintained that such values might be
exchangeable for something else on some condition whereas
my body would be not.

The point was the limit of exchange with money and the
discussion around it lasted more than two hours.

(Reported by N.KASHIMOTO)

5 BElITHEIZHAED ? Do we need ethics about earning money?

The philosophical Café in Hiroshima began with the
question “Do we need ethics about earning money?”

First, the participants discussed about the fact that
various moral feelings or estimates are twisted around
some occupations, for example prostitution is presumed to
be immoral, NGOs assume morally good image, and so on.
Through the discussion, the difference was realized between
money as a system, which works independently of the moral,
and ethics concerned with particular human action. But the
participants did not agree to completely separate them from
each other, and proceeded to discuss from which viewpoint
these two things can be connected again under the keyword
‘image of money.” The whole discussion lasted over three
hours, however, we could not reach a conclusion.

(Reported by T.HORIE)
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Women who have small children meet together to enjoy the
philosophical conversation every month since 2003. In this
"philosophical café for mothers", they asked a question: "Does
money make us happy?" Their discussion started from talking
on what happy life was like for them. "The happiness depends
on one's own values." "But eating, clothing and housing are
basic needs for the happiness." "Money is one of means to
realize one's happy life." "But what is money for us?" "Money is
common scale for values." "And its relation to the happiness?"
...Time was up!

(Reported by E.MATSUKAWA)

k?ﬁ E=EDETERXE  Young people, independance and money

OSAKA

In Japan today, it is one of the social issues that
many young people are economically dependent on their
parents. Most of the Japanese students are supported
and fed by their parents and some of them do not start
to work after high school or university but instead live
with their parents, being unemployed or part-time
workers.

The main theme of the philosophical cafe in Osaka
was "money and independence".The participants
started with talking about the relationship between
the parents and their children in the context of money:
they discussed how much money parents should give
their children and how young people learn the right way
to spend money. Through this discussion, participants
came to focus on "responsibility for spending money".
Some participants argued that the responsibility included
anticipating and taking on the results of their spending,
while others commented that it was difficult for young
people to be responsible, surrounded by the excessive
commercialism and malicious consumer finance.

(Reported by A.TAKAHASHI)
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We held a philosophical café in the student lounge on the
Shirokane Campus of Meiji Gakuin University on Saturday, June
17. As the dialogue turned out to be quite exciting, we decided
to continue the dialogue at an lItalian café, ‘Café la Bohem’, on
Sunday, July 30.

On June 17, we had around 15 participants. We started with
choosing the question ‘When does money become “dirty”?’
The dialogue proceeded around some hypotheses including the
following four. 1. When we involve money in friendship or love,
we feel impurity and this impurity turns out to be ‘dirty’. 2.
When we measure something which really cannot be measured
with money as a scale, we feel it ‘dirty’. 3. When we confuse
money, which is a mere means for a given end, with our end,
we feel it ‘dirty’. 4. The ‘dirty’ image of money comes from the
resentment or envy of those who don’t have much money.

On July 30, we also had about the same number of
participants but the persons were quite different. We chose
the question ‘What is “dirtiness” of money?’ The dialogue
developed around the following two exciting hypotheses.

1. That we shouldn’t make use of personal love for our secular
success, for example, is a tacit rule about personal love. When
someone breaks it, we feel him/her ‘dirty’. Now, money can
be exchanged with many things and is a very convenient and
evident medium. So money is the most likely to play the ‘dirty’
role of breaking tacit rules.

2. Who recognize and acknowledge the tacit rule? Tacit rules
are nothing but rules recognized and acknowledged by only
those who believe in the values which support those rules,
and for those who don’t believe in those values, those rules
mean nothing. So the ‘dirtiness’ about money is nothing but
an expression of a feeling ‘I don’t approve those who break my

rule, | don’t like the idea’. (Reported by T.TERADA)
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